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1. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Item. 



2. 
3. 



P The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the International application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 
Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box il). 



| | Unity of invention is lacking (see Box III). 



4. With regard to the title, 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 
the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

fx] the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regards to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 
Xl as suggested by the applicant 



| as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
| as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 
b. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 
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A prosthetic device d-s described that is ppsitiohable within' the 
gastro-esophageal junction region (6) of a patient; The prosthetic device 
includes a proximal opening (12) and a distal orifice (14) that is adjustable 
in: size prior to and/or following implantation . During user the prosthetic 
device is attached to tissue of the gastrp-esophageal junction region of the 
patient i with the device positioned such that food ingested by the patient 
passes from the esophagus through the proximal opening into the interior of 
prosthetic- device* and. eventually exits the' .p»stihLetic device: via 'the- distal 
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aUenal Application 

PCT/US2004/006695; 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 A61F2/04 



Accofdmg to international Patftfrt CjaaslfallOT ^ 



a RELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system Mowed by dassfficatton symoots) 

IPC 7 A61F 



Dwmeritatibh searched other than minimum dc>currtentation to the extent that such arguments areinciuded: in the fleWs searched 



Electronic dam base consulted during the: imernatbnaJ search (name of data base and, where practical search terms used) 

EPO^I nternal , PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, wrm ind^ where 



te. of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No^ 



WO: 00/12027 A (iNDONETiCS INC) 
9 iMarch 2000 ( 2000-03-1 



Y 
A 



23-29 

30,32 
31 



figure 3 

page 4, Hne 7 -page 6, Tine; 33 
page 7, line 26 - line 27 

US 2003/040808 Al (AtHAS WILLIAM L ET AL) 

27 February 2003 (2003-02-27) 

f i gure 33 
figures 35A.B 



23 
32 



Further documents aria t fisted in the continuation of box G. 



|v I Patent famOy members are listed In annex: 



• Sfjecuricatagorteso! crted documents ; 

*A" document defining the general state of the art which Is not 
considered to be or particular relevance 

*E* earfier document but pu Wished or ^ 
fUtng date: 

•L* document which may throw doubts on priority daim(s) or 
which is cfled to establish the pubtication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specif ied} 

•CT document referring to an oral disdosura us^ exW^ 
other means 

•P* document published prior to the IrtemationaJ filing date but 
later than the priority date claJmed 



T* later document published after the imerr«tionat fling date 
brpridrty data and not in conflict wJtii the apptlcsttort but 
cited to understand the r^rtnctpie or theory underlying the 
invention 

*X* otxmmem of parUcuiar reJevarK»:;ttw;clatmed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document fcs taken atone 

*Y* document of partteular relevance; me cialmed invention 
cannot be consrdered to Involve an Inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvir>us to a pet^ sldted 
in the art. 

*&* document member of the same patenl family 



Date of the actual cornptehon of the imernalional search 



Date of maBing of the mtemational search report 



08/09/2004 



Name and mailing adr>ess of the ISA 

European Patent Offfae, P.a 5818 Paterrttaan 2 
NI-2280HV RfewUfe 
tet (+31-70) 340-2040. Tk: 31 65* epo ni t 
Fax: (♦31-70) 340-3018; 



Authorized officer 



Franz, V 
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Category 0 



Citation of document* with IncBiattion, where aj>prc|>rtate, ; of tha relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No, 



WO 01/45485 A (FORSELL PETER ;IT MEDICAL 
AG (CH); BATTLER HEINRICH (CH)) 
28 June 2001 (2001-06-28) 
figure 17 

page 20, line 10 line 12 

CH 680 263 A ( NORMAN GODIN) 
31 July 1992 ( 1992-07-: 
figures 8,9 



30 



31 
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Box II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2) (a) for the following reasons: 

1. [J] Claims Nos.: 33-66 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

Rule 39. 1(1 v) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery 

2. LJ Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. rn Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box Hi Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this International application, as follows: 



1 . P ~| As ail required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' — ' searchable claims. 



2. [^] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. | | As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant this International Search Report 
1 — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required adcflttonal search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the Invention first mentioned In the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest □ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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